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'Grabbe's freedom 


may hinge on mercy 


١ - The onl wa convicted murderer 
‘Fred B. } be freed from 
prison — nia he wins hia appeal 

'— will be through the mercy of 


Illinois' ঠা 


ra AN as found guilty 
“ June 24 of the "July 24, 1981. 
বমন پر‎ of his estranged w 


Charlotte, 39. of Route 1. Marshall, 


Fifth Judicial Circuit Judge Paul 


Komada sentenced Gra to life 
behind bars. Komada's order was 

“ received Thursday at Clark 
County Courthouse 


Under that sentence, Grabbe will 
never be eligible for parole but 
«could be released at some indefinite 

date by executive clemency. 

To get that clemency, Grabbe 
must petition the states 10: 
. member ner Review Board, 
` which makes recommendations to 
the governor, who bas the ultimate 
Authority, $ 


SEE 


Since 1977, Gov. James R | 
has 


reviewed an | 


peon. 
পিন requesis and gran 


said. 


governor's staff in سه‎ if | 
No written standards exist to say | 


how thc governor decides clemency ! 
guestions 
David W. Lewis, Clark County : 


state's attorney who prosecuted 


Grabbe, said “It's really a matter of 
governor's own personal judg- 4 


LA anid Grabbe should not | i 


hope to get out 177 the. gov: 
ernor's pd or dont see any 
y the govtrnor 


reason 
would be aus in a case like 


this” 


Lewis ssid he thinks it unlikely | 
the Prisoner. Review Board would ت‎ 


d 
take any action at all on a Grabbe 


petition at least until the courts _ 


complete the appeal procesa. 


CESR 


LM 


“Grabbe o file appeal notice. 


MARSHALL, 111. — Defense দিব 


aes Rt convicted murderer Fred B. G 


ed notice of appeal late Friday in the 


` Clark County circuit clerks olfice.- 


July 24, 
-estranged wife; Charlotte; 


Grabbe, 46, was convicted June 24 of the 
198], strangulation of. pis 
of Route 1 


Marshal 1 


He was sentenced by. Judge Paul 
Komada ta life without parole ìn a 


sentencing order dated Sept 11 and 
received Sept. 12 by thc Clark County 
circuit. clerk 


Grabbe had been confined at Danville 


Saig an allena jail-break attempt 


ত واا‎ = =৬ এ VUS তত پا‎ লাক a = লীন = 2 ee 


ratings. 


July 7 7 in Clark County dail, but he was | 
transported Tuesday to the John A. 
Graham Correctional Center to be ad: 
mitted into the Illinois prison system. È 
The notice filed ‘Friday by Grabbo's. 


defense attorney start the ball railing | 


toward thc dth Distaxi Appellate Court: 


which eventually will review the Grabbe | 


case, The Appellate Court could order a 
new trial or reduced sentence + or ìt could 
uphold the jurors’ Binding and Komsda's 


No final action. ik expected © by (he ds 
Appellate Court for eight ts to 12 month. 


EVE O gs NL IS 


Grabbe homes object 


Dettes dedd YY 


of arsonist: Sheriff 


“By John Halladay 


'Tribune-Star Steff Reporter 


MARSHALL. Ill, — Reports now 

being written will gay arson was 

cause of two rural Marshall 
house fires last week. 

Try house cin which convicted 
murderer Fred B. Grabbe lived 
burned to the ground Wednesday, 
and and: so did a nearby house that 


the residence of 


riy was 
Greate son, Jeff, and Jofa wife, 


| Cindy. 


| Crumnn said Monday, 


Clark County Sheriff - Dan 


vestigative reporte will say the two 
fires were arsona 
a flammable liquid were found in 
the basement of Jeff and Cindy's 
forrue; home, and Fred Grabbcs 
home had been broken into by 
someone ee tut «door screen and 
broke glass from the door. 
Investigation: L4 continuing. but 


there are “no suspects at the 
present Lune," 7 Crumrin said. 
Both . were “totally in 


yon ed. with “llamen coming dut of 
here" when firefighters ar- 
shortiy after 5 am. said 
de Parsley, a Clark County 
è deputy and member of the 
Marshal Volunteer Fire Depart. 


because traces of | 


ment 
Fred und Charlotte» ووا‎ TELE 

hause to the suuth'acrcs: a bean 
tch ia currently listed in the 


; চে and recorder g office ax being 


owned by Charlotte 

The ownership of Fred. and 
Charlotte's property has been the 
sae of continuing civil Jit: 

Ered Grabbe, 46, was“ found 
guilty June 24 af the July 24. 1951 
stra TM of his extranged wife 
Chariot 

Sentence for that murder has noi 
yet boon imparat Geabbc contd ds. 
sentenced to from 20 years to fifr 
in prison 


By John Halladay 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


MARSHALL, Hi — The rural 
Marshall house in which convicted 
murderer Fred B. Grabbe formerly 
lived burned to the ground early 
Wednesday. 

So did the house about 150 yarda 
ta the narth of it that was formerly 
the residence of Grabbe's aon. Jeff, 
and Jefa wife, Cindy. 

An investigation into the cause of 
both fires is under way 

Two special agents of the arson 
investigation division of the Illinois 
Fire Marshal's office along with a 
state police crime scene technician 
are assisting Clark County Sheriff 
Dan Crumnn with the investiga: 
tion. 

Earle F. HeMey of the fire 
marshal'a office in Springficid said 
Wednesday that the investigation 
ia continuing and that the presence 
of hts agents does not necesaarily 
mean the fires were sel. 

Crumrin said Wednesday in- 
vesiigatora are "operating under 
the assumption" the fires were 
started by an arsanist but no real 
determination has been made. The 
fire scenes are still “toa hot to get 
down into,” and it probably will be 
Monday before investigation can 

the sheriff S 

Both houses were "totally in- 
volved.” with “flames coming out of 
everywhere” when firefighters ar- 
nved aharıly after 5 am. said 
Jerry Parsley. a Clark County 
80708 deputy and member of the 
Marshall Volunteer Fire Depart- 
ment. 

Jeff's house “seemed 10 be more 
involved” in flame — “it waa 
Ard through the roof,” Paraley 
asi : 


Tribune Star Bob Poynter 


Destroyed: Fred Grabbe's house 81710106815 after being leveled by early morning blaze. 


Both, houses were vacant. fire 
officials said. 

Bill Rhoads, Marshall fire chief. 
naid there scemed to be na use in 
going into the structures. “I told 

m [firefighters] not to enter 
them |the houses] — just put water 
on them and try to control them ^ 

Rhoads asid two passing truck 
drivers already had been ín the 
houses 10 see if anyone was there 

The (irca took place while the 
down water tower was on low 

reaaure no the outside of it could 
resuría and repainted. 
Rhoads said, "Water wasnt what 
caused them to burn completely.” 

*We still had one tanker and 
another numper over here that wc 


never did take to the seno.” 
Rhands sail later at his Marshall 


garage. 
Rhoads said he did me knw if 
there ed any insurance on the 
‘pro 
hc housse together might have 
been worth around $200,000, hc 
لامد‎ 
Index cards in the county clerk 
and recordet’s office show the 
singie-story house formerly. مه‎ 
eupied by Jeff and Cindy Grabbe 
was owned by Casey National 
Bank. Courthouse documenta show 
the bank became the owner on May 
31. 1984. after foreclosing nn a first 
and second murtgaye. bank 
toak the property for $77,071 86 in 


outstanding detit. sale 
cost and sn on 

ulıtained from the county‏ مړ شا 
assessor's office indicate the fair‏ 
market value on Fred and Charlot:‏ 
te'n house was at least $68,586; and‏ 
Jeff and Cindy's former hause was‏ 
worth at lenat 3633۵4 Those‏ 
figurer may have been low, but “we‏ 
won't get a chaner to adjust them‏ 
now. said employees in the as-‏ 
want's office.‏ 

Fred and Charlottes two-story 
huuse to the south across a bem 
patch iw currently luted in the 
clerk and recorder $ office an being 
owned by Charlotte, 

The ownership of Fred and 


- 


Interest, 


Charlotte' property has been 'the 
subject of continuing civil litiga- 
tion 

Larry B. Jones of Paris. one of 
Grabbes defense attorneys. said 
Wednesday of the fire at Grabbe'n 
home, “It docsn't benefit anybody” 
because no onr knows at this time 
if Fred or his children will win out 
in the civil litigation and get 
control af thc property. Jones also 
said he did nat know who, if 
anyone. had insurance on thr 


property. 

Fred Grabbe. 46, was found 
guilty June 24 of the duly 24. 1981, 
strangulation of his estranged wife. 
Charlotte 

Sentenor for that murder han not 
yet been imposed. Grabbe could be 
sentenced from 20 years to life in 
prison 

Cirabbe disposed af mont of his 
wife's body by burning it after the 
murder. according to trial 
testimany. 

Fire has been associated with the 
Grabbe family on several previaua 
occaeons. 

Ethel Rose Gore, Charlotte's 
mother und Fred's mother-in-law, 
died in 1958 in a barn fire south of 
her Carlisle residence John L. 
Alexander. then Sullivan County 
coruner, declared the death to be 
accidental » 

In a statement ta the coroner, 
Fred Grahbe said he went by the 
barn «bout 5 15 am. on May 9 and 
saw no activity. He said he saw the 
fire 40 ta 45 minutes later "The 
Mm was on fire all aver,” Grabbe 
«aii 

Thi» summer, Fred Grabbe'n 
matorcyclc wax found ablaze near 
Grand Turn Road in Clark County 
Authorities «aid they did not knaw 
then and do not know now what to 
make of that July 12 incident. 


By John Halladay. 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter. 


MARSHALL. il = Fred D 


Thursday in the Clark County 
Courthouse, 
Grabbe, 46, was found 


guilty 
June 24 of the July 24, 1981. 
strangulation of hia AFR wife, 
Charlotte, 39, of Route 1, Marshall. 
.. Romania. presided at Grabbe's 
three-week-long trial and «sid in 
the sentencing order, “Based upon 
the evidence, rensonable persons 
may never fathom the depravity 
d must exist in the snil of Fred 
rabbe. 

“The evidence was defendant 
repeatedly xtrangled Charlotte 
Grabbe, intermittently casing his 
grip on her throat, allowing her to 
gap or breath, while betting 

McCalister la former Grab. 
be girlfriend turned star 7 
tion witness! that Charlotte would 
dic with her eyes closed. 

"After Charlotte died, defendant 
abused the body. Holding the head 
by the hair. he banged the head 
against a barrel, Defendant then 
sodomized the body, noting with 
apparent satisfaction Charlotte 
disliked such behavior, Using a 
grease gun, defendant pumped the 
3 body cavities full of grease to 
facilitate burning. He then calmly 
ate sardines and crackers, washing 
them down with a glasa of ınilk. 

"After burning the body in a 
large barrel, defendant removed 
the skull. He carefully checked the 
mouth with his finger to ascertain 


Judge Paul Komada. said he 
ruled by mail in the Fred B 
Grabbe sentencing for the safety 
of everyone. এ 

Komnda's order arrived 
Thursday ul the Clark County 
Courthouse. 

In that sentencing order, 
Komada need that a Clark 

“County jailer was shot and 

wounded in an apparent at- 

tempt by a Grabbe girlfriend to 
free Grable after he was found 
LS 
“In fight of the numerous 
threala reported to this mur 


all teeth. that mi ht provide a 
means of identification were 


destroyed. After cracking tho skull 
on a tree, he threw the pieces in the 
Wahash River, saying it would 
make good fish bait." 

Komada said Grabbe's behavior 
related by McCalister was “so 
bizarre and autrageoni aa to xhock 
the sensibilities ته‎ reasonable 
persons, In fact, the behavior 
seems more like the plot of a horror 
movie than what might be expected 
in real life.” 

The judge also reviewed n large 
number of other assertions of 
gruesome behavior by Grabbe, 
including that "While burning the 
body. defendant expressed regret 
that hc did not have more time to 
torture Charlotte bcforc her death; 
he wanted to have more fun with 
her, he would have enjoyed hang- 
ing her and watching her kick. 

Komnda said it appeared to him 
unlikely that Grabbe ever will be 


Safety cited in mailing 


during the pendency of this 
care, it would be fooliah, indeed, 
to not consider à threat of 
danger would exist once 
anntence is imposed. ৰ 

"Persons interested in this 
case, some supportive and 
others antagonistic to the defen- 
dant, are the source of dangor 
the court intended to avoid. 
Strong feelings expressed by 
the persone might well lead to 
explosive and violent reaction to 
the imposition of a sentence,” 
Kmunda said 


rehabilitated and that a harsh 
sentence is necessary. to deter 
others from similar crimes. = 
"This court is of the opinion it is 
absolutely necessary for the protec» 
tion of the public that defendant be 
sentenced to a term of natural life 
imprisonment" 
| think it was an appropriate 
sente, sald David lewis, 
Clark County state's attorney, who 
rosecuted Grabbe. Lewis termed 
omada's five-page order “very 
eluent.” 
Attorney. Frederick. Cohn of 
Chicago, who will handle Grabbe's 
appeal, «aid the sentence was 
“inappropriate and excessive.” 
Defense attorneys for Grabbe 
said previously an appeal would be 
filed. Lewis said Thursday his best 
guess is that an appeals court 
rule on the came in eight to 1 
months 


See related story, A3 
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srabbe's bond 
set at $3 million 


marks, or the fir» in the barrel 
might have gone out — but that 
would be up to the jurors to decide, 
Komada naid. 


| The judge also said it ap ared 
from | 


0 i Ooni xp gi Grabbe — to lift the drum into the 


truck without bei — 
QC nem ae 1 a'r A 
ain tat t 
24, free Ai er pe qe s wath. ee tw asda Komada 
wife, Charlotte, 39, said. A 23-page statement implicat- 
v 1, Marshall. ' ìng Grabbe which McCalister gave 


* rated her Authorities still has not been made 
yin; পু বিকা drum after she Public 
was killed. Much of the testimony Wednes- 
The remains supposedly were day covered grapic details of how 
dng the drum In the bech 2", human bodies are burned. 


Bat Komada said Wednesday he said he had given mp on the 
পে res ten واي‎ remaining parts of Charlotte 


پور —— — 


qu defense continue debate 
on whether Grabbe gets bond ` 


Z MARSHALL. Rl — Testimony is 
à to eontinue today at Th 

lark County Courthouse to at. 
Ysengs..to determine whether buud 
mad he nei for ama murdorer 
Fred & Grahbe. 

Grabbe. 45, ia charged with the 
July 24, 1981. stranguiation 
murder of his estranged wife, 
Charlotte, 39 Route 1, Mzrahaii. 

Grabbe o defense. attozncvs are 
attempting to show that the cas 

inst him is not so strong thar ‘se 
“1 d contirue Lo oe hell witha 


. Vickie’ McCalisier شه‎ BIS N. 
M^. St, West Terre Su. an 
Alleged evewitness to Charloze 


Grabbe's murder, may stand to 
collect 220,00 for her assistance in 
the Grabbe cane, error us court 
15561585431. 

Hut David W. Lewis, Clark 
Founty siute's attorney, said thet. 
¿hal reward was first established 
s" & gênerai one by Jennie D 
Livvix. the Grabbes married 
daughter, for infotmation leadi 
to the arrest and convEAion 
وم رهن‎ tonk. Charlotte Grabbe's 
fe. 

‘A private | nire tor later 
“served in on” Md ster. Lewis 
soc. He added ¿hat no reward hae 
yat been paid. ٧ 

t 


In other court action, 


prosecution zgreed with defence 
regaeste not to mentira darias 
Grabüe'a Feb. 26 uisi oan 
information =r meiuding repurted- 


test, which he refined Max Cohen, 
আহ of Grabbe's defense ; 

hes been seeking lo move the trial 
out of Clark County because of 
পপর pablicity. 

The two-day court session that 
began Thursday waa te include 
arguments on that motion. bnt the 
defonae nw wants to wait another 


Circuit Judge Paul Komada. 
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Girlfriend tries to free 
Grabbe in shooting spree 


MARSHALL, Il. — A 


Sy Sa Sunday in he per County 


a woman. - 

i as Fred Us qa B 

biis — being jai on à 

Ed Clark 

ime via ‘Shen 8 Department of- 

ficials said she wa trying to help 
Grabbe escape 

Barbara Graham, 26,' of 


.Marshali and also said to be from 
the West Union and Hutsonville . 


area, een in hen en Jail 
on ay night on a iminary 
^ Sherif of em ا‎ murder. 


£ Sheriff Department spokesman 


Dennis Durnai raid other charges 
are pending. Bond has not been set 
Grabbe recently was convested of 
murdering his estra wife, 
Charlotte. He is in the Clark 
County Jail on $5 million bond 
awaiting appeal of his conviction. 
raham reportedly pulled a .38- 
caliber wespon in the jail about 
1:45 a.m. Sunday after persuading 
a deputy to open the office door. 
She had shown him a letter for 
Grabbe. ~ 
After Deputy Mike Davidson 
opened the door, Graham reported. 
ly pulled the gun and Davidson 


tried to rush her. She allegadiy 
fired five shots, wounding 
Devidson in the leg and hip with 
the first two 

Davidson's wounds were minor. 
He was taken to Terre Haute 
Regional Hospital and later re 
leased 


Also involved in the fracas was 
dispatcher Sharen Davison, who 
was not wounded but did get a 
De through one of her trouser 


“We have got holes all over the 
place,” Durnal said. 


Fred was 


looking 


to next kill: Vicki 


By John Halladay 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


DANVILLE. M. — Fred B 
Grabbe said he was looking 
forward to the torture-slaying of 
his next victim, Vickie McCalister 
testified Thursday during Grabbe's 
murder trial. 

Grabbe, 46, is charged with the 
July 24. dex وجند په‎ Si na 
estranged wife, arlotte, , © 
Route 1, Marshall, 

McCalister says she saw Grabbe 
perform the crime and lator burr 
Chartotte's body 

On the witness stand Thursday, 
McCalister said Grabbe told her 
later that “he couldn't wait for the 
next time" to torture a person and 
draw out that person's death more 


than he did his wife's, 
McCalister said Grabbe told her 


he wished he could have taken 


more time to kill Charlotte, “so he 
could have some fun with her.” The 
defendant wanted to hang his wife 
and “watch her kick,” McCalister 
said. ; 

McCalister said Grabbe told her 
he had previously thought up 
several different ways of di i 
of his wife, including cutting her up 
with a meat cutter and letting the 
pigs eat the remains, or putting her 
body in a smeìter. 

iau ki dod ৮০৮১, di Ks 
piane because thare ৮০ 
traces left. and “the one Was 
gonna go with” was to have 
someone kill her and leave her 
body by her car, McCalister said. 


Fred killed three 
others, she claims 


¿DATES Hi. M Frog B. 
rabbe, charged with murdering 
his wife and burning her body, also 
claimed to have killed three other 
people, according to Grabbe's chief 
accuser. 


Grabbe, 46, is us with ‘the 
ed wile Chisone 68, of 
e ife, otte. , 0 
Route 1, Marshall. 


y ina 
barrel — the defendant talked 
about the earlier crimes. 
McCelister said Grabbe told her 
that, at about age 14, he had “killed 
a guy who'd killed his dog,” and 
that at another date he and 
another man were “out of town”, 
and “killed these two women in this 


McCalister was vague about 
details, but the alleged second 
event “had something to dp with a 


union or something.” 

Max Cohen, one of Grabbe's 
defense attorneys. objected that 
McCalister's testimony was “ex- 
tremely prejudicial” and withou 
any corroboration. : 


: y Grande | i 
شا‎ of a plan to intimidate 
cCa 


lister and say, "This ìs the 
type of man | am. and you better 
not mess wìth me." 

Fifth Judicial Circuit J Paul 
Komada said that why McCalister 
waited so long to go to authorities 
about Charlotte Grabbe'a death 
was part of the case. The issue waa 
not whether Grabbe committed the 
additional crimes, but whether he 
said he committed them to in- 
timidate' McCalister, Komada said. 
He allowed jurors to hear that 
portion of McCalister's testimony, 
then read them a cautionary i 
struction. ন 


| 
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Grabbe didn't 


like her: Agent 


By John Halladay 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


DANVILLE, id — Fred B. 
Grabbe, accused of the July 24, 
1981, strangulation of his 
estranged wife, Charlotte. said 
after her disappearance "he didnt 
like her but didn't want any harm 
to come to her," according to the 


state agent in nbl nf tho (leahko 
agent seu PLE. = we miyi nen naasa D 


Larry Coughlin, an agent with ^ 


the division of criminal investiga- 
tion of the Illinois Department of 
Law Enforcement. testified Mon- 
day that he interviewed Grabbe the 
day after Charlotte disappeared 
Grabbe said that, on the day of 
the alleged crime. he and Vickic 
McCalister decided tc go te what 
Fred described us her trader north 
of Terre Haute and that they 
stopped by a tool shed where 
Charlotte allegedly was strangled 


. to got a burn barrel, Co lin 


testified. 

Charlotte came up to the shed on 
a tractor, Fred tola Vickie to hide 
in his truck, and Fred and Charlot- 
te argued, Coughlin said Fred 
Grabbe told him 

Fred said he, apparently with 


Vickie, then lett, that Charlotte ' 


pursued in her car. and that 
Charlotte made دو‎ rude gesture 
before she turned off and Fred 
want on îe the trailer Conahtin 
testified. " 

‘Coughlin said Fred told him 


Chariotte was ‘just playing a 
game.” and that she had left and 
returned on other occasions 

Other prosecution witnesses 
have teatfied they had never 
known Charlotte to run away 
before. 

During cross-examination by 
Max Cohen. one of Grabbe'e de 
fense attorneys, Coughlin agreed 
Grabbe offered investigators. the 
nes af his trick ta check an area 
where hc had been mowing — 
according te the prosecution, mow- 
ing that may have been done to 
cover up evidence of where he had 
been. - 

Two other witnesses testified 
Monday they each saw Fred's truck 
followed by Chartotte’s car. The 
car, according to Dorothy Dixon 
and Warren. Horsley, was being 
dnven not by Charioite, wbruncite, 
but by a blond woman. 

McCalister claims she drove 
Charlotte's car to Terre Haute at 
Grabbe's request. On the witness 
stand last week, McCalister had 


“hair that some would call light ` 
' brown and others would say was 


blond. Reportedly. her hair was of 
a darker shade at the time of the 


crime 

She also said Grabbe told her to 
wear a red bandanna, but neither 
witness recalled seeing a bandana 
or a barrel in the back of Fred's 
besos 

Horaley sam he saw a bulky 
object — like a tarp ora bos — in 
the front seat of the truck. 
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Grabbe 


site changed 


By John Halladay 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


MARSHALL, Ill. — Trial for 
. Grabbe 


Vermilion County was 
the trial because the Danville 
NU -News has not 


according to 
court testimony. Even the judges in 
Vermilion County had not heard 
about the trial M medu said 
Komada said Friday that court 
exhibits showed the case has 


trial 


generated a "tremendous amount 

s Y e attention” . from other 

As many as eight to it 

me pa ke for local media attended 

earlier court hearings, and 

ci s ws লন por do 
ca y with spectators ami 

এ the trial remained in 

Komads said 500 

ES jurors might have had 

ta he dur to get an v oon 
1 


পোয়া 
the next establiahed 


Punt dle د‎ Apri د‎ when any 
additional motions will be argued 
in the Clark County Courthouse. 
Next; participantes will head for 
১4027 

oa 


the alleged murder. سو وريا‎ 
said. 


Ses related stories, A3 


